Rhetorical Argument Analysis Essay
English 102

Rough Draft: Thursday, April 22 at individual conference
Final Draft: Thursday, April 29

This assignment asks you to think critically as you evaluate how a written argument is made. You must pick a single argumentative article to write your paper about.  Make sure that it is argumentative, and make sure that it has been published formally.  Other than that, I have few restrictions. 

Your thesis for the essay will center on your evaluation of the article’s argument. That is, do you think the argument is effective or ineffective, ethical or unethical, and why do you think so? The evidence to support the thesis will, of course, come from the article itself. You will need to pinpoint the details of the article that make it a failure, a success, or some mixture of the two. Analyze the logic, structure, tone, and rhetoric of the argument as you support your claim about its effectiveness. Use plenty of excerpts and your own reasoning. 

The body of your paper should be around four full pages, and you should do all you can to convince us that your assessment of the argument is correct. Explanations are again essential to this process. You cannot simply point out a fallacy; you must actively explain and show us exactly how it weakens the overall point the author is trying to make. No one’s explanations will be the same, because every flaw or strength affects every individual argument differently; you need to keep all your claims highly specific to your article.

Your analysis centers around your own ideas and evaluation. I am not requiring that you use terms from class. However, the following terms might be helpful to your analysis:

· The basic parts of Toulmin’s model (claim, data, warrant, backing, qualifier, rebuttal)
· Logical Fallacies
· Logos, pathos, and ethos 
· Rhetorical devices (anaphora, metaphor, etc.)
· Inductive and Deductive Logic

***A VERY IMPORTANT NOTE: you are analyzing HOW the author argues, NOT whether his or her stance is “correct.” Whether or not you agree with the author’s position is irrelevant to your assessment of his or her argumentative techniques. ***

You do not need any additional outside sources for this paper. You do need to cite your article on a completely correct Works Cited page.









Excellent Papers Will Display:
· Clear and impressive critical thought throughout; author shows in-depth insight into how the rhetorical argument works
· Focused, specific, UNIQUE thesis statement that the text alone can support
· Plentiful evidence in the form of excerpts from the article; attention to word choice and detail
· Clear, formal structure and organization; excellent essays will not necessarily structure themselves in sections (Toulmin, fallacies, appeals), but will use their own ideas to organize and employ terms as necessary throughout (aka, they will show creative control over their writing instead of formulaic obedience)
· A conclusion that shows development and reflection on the original claim
· An attention to their own rhetoric and style
· Freedom from grammatical and mechanical errors
· MLA Format including a Works Cited page
Sample Thesis Statements (don’t even think about copying these ):
· While the author provides some solid support for his claims, the argument is ultimately misleading and off-putting because of the many logical fallacies and the somewhat manipulative tone the author uses throughout the article.
· The argument itself is sound, but the overwhelming reliance on pathos over logical support leaves room to question the author’s claims.
· The author provides great support and uses a variety of legitimate evidence, but the warrants behind the argument will no doubt leave a large portion of the readers behind.
· With sound reasoning and careful attention to address rebuttals, the author’s argument ethically and persuasively leads readers to agree that it would be dangerous not to take action.
The Process
1. Read and complete a double-entry journal on the article
2. Create a Toulmin chart for the article
3. Mark-up the article with three colors of pens: one for logos, one for ethos, one for pathos
4. Re-read the article, and label any logical fallacies you see
5. Re-read the article, paying attention to tone. Label the tone, and circle specific words that create that tone.
6. Decide how the author is using logic. Is it mainly inductive or deductive? Are there any glaring problems with how the logical process is used (small sample size for deductive, faulty premise for inductive, etc.)
7. Looking at all your details, and notes, make an informed decision about whether you think the argument is effective or ineffective, ethical or unethical.
8. Craft a thesis statement that reflects your decision in Step 6.

